“Art Forever…? 
75 Years of the Faculty of Conservation and Restoration of Works of Art at the Academy of Fine Arts in Warsaw”

From 7 October to 12 November 2022, the Czapski Palace – the seat of the Academy of Fine Arts in Warsaw in ul. Krakowskie Przedmieście 5 – and the palace courtyard hosted the exhibition “Art Forever…? 75 Years of the Faculty of Conservation and Restoration of Works of Art at the Academy of Fine Arts in Warsaw”. 
The anniversary exhibition of the Faculty of Conservation and Restoration of Works of Art at the Warsaw Academy was one of the greatest presentations of the scope of conservation activities in decades, showcasing the results of works of several generations of conservators involved with the Faculty. The exhibition includes the most fascinating conservation, technological, and artistic works, as well as scientific research projects from the last dozens of years, original works of art subjected to conservation, but also their mock-ups depicting their condition prior to conservation. The exhibition is a tribute to the best Polish and world practices of modern conservation and restoration of works of art, combining art with science, tradition with modernity, knowledge with skills and great passion.
Behind the Conservation Workshop Doors

The idea of the event is to show what usually stays behind closed doors of a conservation workshop: extensive, often very complicated activities aimed at saving artworks. Sometimes in a sterile laboratory, sometimes on a high scaffolding in a palace or a church, a conservator – like a surgeon – works the magic, whose outcomes we all have seen at some point, usually without realising how much know-how, skills, and effort the end result required. The exhibition gives you an insight into those processes. 
______________________________________”______________________________________
You can sneak a look at the “secret” conservation processes during actual live activities taking place in front of the visitors’ eyes, which is a unique, unprecedented experience, different from a traditional museum, stirring your imagination, expanding your horizons, and piquing your interest. During the side events: workshops and education classes, the participants will learn how to turn conservation theory into practice – enthuse the exhibition organisers.



75thAnniversary 

In 2022, we celebrate 75 years of the Studio of Conservation of Heritage Paintings at the Academy of Fine Arts in Warsaw, which gave rise to the Faculty in its present form. Today, the Faculty is Poland’s largest faculty teaching students how to preserve, conserve, and restore works of art; 
it is an academic unit whose staff and students have contributed largely to the saving and protection of Polish and world heritage. 


At first, the primary goal was to train a team of professional conservators capable of taking on the task of saving what was left of the tangible heritage of Polish culture after the atrocities of World War 2. The idea to offer an academic curriculum was a natural consequence of those needs, supported by centuries of heritage protection traditions. The Studio founders – Prof. Michał Walicki, Prof. Bohdan Marconi, Prof. Edward Kokoszko, then Prof. Juliusz Bursze, and many others – have emphasised the importance of the dual character of the education: artistic and scientific. Despite a number of initial issues and often unfavourable political climate, the Faculty has managed to educate specialists, who have salvaged, protected, and conserved heritage all over the country and abroad. 
______________________________________”______________________________________
Like in the rest of Europe, conservation courses entered Polish art academies and universities soon after 1945. Due to the scale of the needs resulting from war damage, this was a turning point in the centuries-long efforts of Polish painters, art historians, and museologists whose aim was to protect and conserve art. The destructions of the was caused significant changes in the authorities’ perception of the protection and conservation of heritage, which resulted in a shift in the means of financing” (“Akademia Sztuk Pięknych w Warszawie w latach 1944 – 2004”, Wojciech Włodarczyk, PhD, Associate Professor). 

Nowadays, the Faculty staff and graduates take pride in their multiple, often diverse accomplishments in the conservation and restoration of works of art and monuments in Poland and the world. They save the cultural heritage in general – from individual pieces to entire architectural complexes, palaces, churches, cemeteries, archaeological sites, collections of modern and ethnographic art in Poland, the Eastern Borderlands, Egypt, Sudan, Lebanon, Peru, France, Belgium, Italy, and many other places in the world. 
Choice of Majors

Since 1947, the Faculty of Conservation and Restoration of Works of Art at the Academy of Fine Arts in Warsaw has offered long-term six-year Master’s programmes. Since the beginning, they are interdisciplinary – the focus is put on the development of manual skills, artistic talents, and thorough knowledge of the humanities and sciences. This allows a responsible approach to the original work of art in the conservation process. The Faculty offers the widest choice of conservation and restoration majors in Poland, which is also unique on a global scale: easel painting, wall painting, wooden polychrome sculpture, stone sculpture, paper- and leather-based works, photographs, as well as antique textiles (the only such major in Poland), ethnographic objects and works of modern art.

The Faculty obtains works of art for teaching purposes from museums, archives, libraries, academic institutions from Poland and abroad, and private owners. The Faculty works with national and international conservation and research institutions as part of academic grants, student exchange programmes, research and conservation projects. It co-creates or actively participates in international conservation and museum organisations and networks of excellence (ICOM, ICCROM, INCCA, CIMAM, ENCORE, and others).
Exhibition
The exhibition involved 10 display rooms in the Czapski Palace. The scheduled elements included: 
presentation of the past and present times at the Faculty of Conservation and Restoration of Works of Art, e.g. tools and artefacts related to the trade, archive materials, interviews with the Faculty doyens, infographics explaining the structure and character of each chair, a mosaic of technological samples showing individual steps of the technologies and techniques used to create artworks, and professional copies of paintings based on such knowledge. We also presented historical items, e.g. paintings, sculptures, maps, pastels, graphics, ceramics, furniture, textiles during or after conservation, alongside documents (shown as multimedia) and a historical presentation of the conserved items (e.g. the Prints Cabinet). We offer a unique possibility to see the conservator’s work live during the conservation activities, as well as to participate in microscopic analyses in an impromptu laboratory.

The “Art Forever…?” exhibition displayed artistic works and the most interesting scientific and research projects of the Faculty staff, selected students projects, diploma, doctoral, and professor projects from the last decade (in the form of presentations, films, artefacts, posters), as well as the accomplishments of the Inter-Academy Institute of Conservation and Restoration of Works of Art. 
______________________________________”______________________________________
The 75th anniversary of the Faculty of Conservation and Restoration of Works of Art at the Academy of Fine Arts in Warsaw is a particular time of change in the art protection, care, and conservation in Poland. It is a good moment to emphasise that maintaining the highest level of conservation science and art is for the benefit of the entire society – says Monika Jadzińska, PhD, Associate Professor, dean of the Faculty of Conservation and Restoration of Works of Art at the Academy of Fine Arts in Warsaw.

____________________________________________________________________________
“Art Forever…? 75 Years of the Faculty of Conservation and Restoration of Works of Art at the Academy of Fine Arts in Warsaw”

Academy of Fine Arts in Warsaw
Czapski Palace
ul. Krakowskie Przedmieście 5
Opening: 7 October 2022, 6.00 pm
Exhibition duration: 8 October–12 November 2022 
Mon –Sat, 12.00–7.00 pm
Free admission

More about the event
Facebook event
____________________________________________________________________________




Curator: Monika Jadzińska, PhD, Associate Professor
Chief coordinator: Łukasz Wojtowicz
Room and event coordinators: Anna Zatorska, PhD, Anna Duda-Maczuga, Marcin Petrus, Łucja Nowak-Wróblewska, Dorota Dzik-Kruszelnicka, PhD, Sylwia Popławska, Katarzyna Pisarska, Kacper Ziółkowski, PhD, Elżbieta Kołodziejczyk-Macander, PhD, Mateusz Jasiński, PhD, Magdalena Grenda, PhD, Elżbieta Jeżewska, PhD, Antoni Ciężkowski, Andrzej Kazberuk, Katarzyna Królikowska-Pataraia, PhD, Gustaw Bołdok
Exhibition designer: Aleksandra Reda
Exhibition visual identity design: Keiji Matsumoto, PhD
Poster design: Katarzyna Beck
Promotion visual identity design: Piotr Dudek 
Exhibition films and presentations: Anna Zatorska, PhD, Konrad Stasiuk, Tymon Rizov-Ciechański, Monika Jadzińska, PhD, Associate Professor, Roman Stasiuk
Production coordination and promotion: 
Prof. Prot Jarnuszkiewicz, Deputy Rector for Publicity and External Relations 
and
the Promotion and Cooperation Office


Organiser: Academy of Fine Arts in Warsaw 
Honorary patrons:
Ministry of Culture and National Heritage, Mayor of Warsaw, National Centre for Culture, National Institute for Museums and Public Collections (NIMOZ), Polish Patent Office, Mazowsze Voivodeship Conservator of Monuments
Project co-financed by the Capital City of Warsaw. 

Sponsor: Bank Pekao 
Event partners:
ICOMOS Polish National Committee, ICOM National Committee Poland, Royal Castle in Warsaw, 
Museum of King Jan III’s Palace at Wilanów, Museum of Warsaw, Zachęta – National Gallery of Art 
Media patrons:
TVP Kultura, SZUM magazine, Wiadomości Konserwatorskie, Prestoportal.pl 
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